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A DEGENERATE WORK OF ART 

"A PORTRAIT OF HIMSELF," BY VAN GOGH 



HERE we have a work of art which is so self 
evidently a degenerate work by a degenerate 
artist that we need scarcely say anything 
about the inept creation ! 

But that would be letting him off too easy. This 
reproduction 
is from one of a 
set of sumptu- 
ously published 
photographs of 
others of his 
works hawked 
about by dealers 
in ultra-modern- 
istic art for the 
purpose of show- 
ing what these 
modernistic "mas- 
ters" are doing to 
glorify life and 
art and who call 
themselves "Les 
Fauves" — "The 
Wild Beasts"! 

It is safe to say 
that if we were to 
meet in our 
d r e a ms such a 
villainous looking 
j a i 1-b i r d with 
such a deformed 
Neanderthal skull, 
degenerate ears, 
Choctaw cheeks, 
Chinese eyes, 
hobo beard, and 
insane glare, it 
would certainly 
give us a night- 
mare. 

The drawing of 
this screed is so 
childish that it is 
an affront to the 
intelligence of the 
world to publish photographs of it in order to call 
the attention of a busy public to this monstrosity. 
But some publishers are just as degenerate as some 
art dealers, publishing anything, however vile, so 
long as it is sensational and there is money in it. 




A Portrait of Himself" by Vak Gogh 
A Degenerate Work of Art 



Our readers may rest assured that Van Gogh did 
not look like this "wild maji." But having become 
an intellectual and, perhaps, a moral degenerate, 
he thought he saw himself thus or that he ought 
to look thus misshapen and so painted himself as 

here represented. 
How the great 
Leonardo would 
groan if he were 
alive and saw 
this silly portrait 
printed close to 
his own fine work 
in this magazine! 
Nor would we 
print it if it were 
not for the sake 
of helping along 
the work of giv- 
ing our American 
public clear 
standards by 
which to guide 
itself through the 
bewildering 
of the aesthetic fog 
so cunningly cre- 
ated by the "cut- 
tle-fish" and the 
"wild mules" in 
the world of art 
— the former be- 
clouding the wa- 
ter by squirting 
out inky matter 
and the others by 
kicking up dust, 
so as to prevent 
as many as possi- 
ble from seeing 
clearly their 
tricks as they la- 
bor to bunco the 
world by every 
means that a 
Mephistophelian imagination can conjure up. Nor 
can we hope to expose these degenerates in any 
other way than by publishing their weird creations 
and comparing them with the great works of the 
master artists of the past. 



